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Legal basis for standardizing 
geographical names in Poland 

Official geographical names: 

Å names of voivodships (wojew·dztwo) ï established by the act of parliament 

Å names of counties (powiat), communes (gmina) and national parks ï 

established by the regulation of the Council of the Ministers 

Å names of localities and physiographic objects ï established by the 

regulation of the Minister of the Interior and Administration (till November 

2015 by the Minister of Administration and Digitization) 

Å names of nature reserves ï established by the regulation of the regional 

director of the environmental protection 

Å names of landscape parks ï established by the regulation of a voivode 

Å names of Natura 2000 areas ï established by the regulation of the Minister 

of the Environment 

Å names of auxiliary units of a commune (rural administrative units, housing 

estates, districts), streets and squares ï established by the resolution of a 

commune council 
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Legal basis for standardizing 
geographical names in Poland 

Standardized geographical names: 

Å names of physiographic objects (in the case when an object does not have 

an official name) ï established by the resolution of the Commission on 

Names of Localities and Physiographic Objects 

Å additional names of localities and physiographic objects in the 

languages of the minorities ï established by the decision of the Minister of 

the Interior and Administration after obtaining the opinion from the 

Commission on Names of Localities and Physiographic Objects 

Å additional names of streets, squares, etc. in the languages of the 

minorities ï established by the resolution of the commune council after 

obtaining a consent from the Minister of the Interior and Administration 

Å names of other objects such as buildings, railway stations, airports and 

harbors ï established by their proprietors 

Å Polish exonyms ï established by the resolution of the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of Poland. 
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Commission on Names of Localities 
and Physiographical Objects 

The Commission, affiliated to the Minister of the Interior and 
Administration (till November 2015 by the Minister of Administration 
and Digitization), is a consultative body as far as the names of the 
Polish territory are concerned.  

The Commission pronounces judgments on applications coming 
from particular communes to the Minister which concern 
establishing, changing or abolishing Polish names of localities, their 
parts or physiographic objects.  

The Commission participates in developing national gazetteer. 

The Commission pronounces judgments on applications coming 
from particular communes to the Minister which concern 
establishing additional names of localities and physiographic 
objects in the languages of the national and ethnic minorities and in 
the regional language.  
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Commission on Standardization of 
Geographical Names Outside Poland 

The Commission, affiliated at the Surveyor General of Poland, is 

an advisory body for the geographical names of objects outside 

Poland.  

The Commissionôs tasks are: 

Å establishing, changing and abolishing the Polish exonyms 

Å publishing lists of Polish exonyms 

Å establishing the principles of romanization 

Å representing Poland on UNGEGN forum 

Å participation in UNGEGN works 

Å participation in international conferences and meetings devoted 

to standardization of geographical names 

Å developing the Polish toponymic guidelines 



Regulation of the Minister of Administration 

and Digitization of 13 December 2012 on 

the List of Official Names of Localities and 

Their Parts 

Journal of Laws of 13 February 2013, item 200 

List of Official Names  
of Localities and Their Parts, 2012 



Number of named localities 
according to their types  



Contents of the List of Official Names  
of Localities and Their Parts 


