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A

Summary
A short summary, which
describes main points of the
national report. This part is
also usually sent in a
separate document before
the national report.

B

Member state report
on the situation in
their country
The progress made in the
standardization of
geographical names since
the last UNGEGN session
(news in the field of
geonames in the country,
progress of ongoing
projects, finished projects,
issues and use cases for
inspiration for other
countries, changes in
database of geonames).

C

National and
international
meetings, conferences,
symposiums, publicity
and publications

The global pandemic of COVID-19 affected significantly the work of the Council for
Standardisation of Geographical Names and the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre
Agency (GCCA) in organising and assisting the Council, as well as in maintaining the
database storing the Register of Geographical Names (RGN). Additional complications
were induced by the prolonged elections and the change of the State Government. As a
result, most activities related to the RGN were greatly reduced. However, in the autumn
of 2021 the GCCA started a 3-year project for the union of its three existing databases;
one of them being the RGN. Among the expected outcomes of the project are an
enriched RGN database and better system functionality. In the meantime, the current
RGN database is continuously corrected and updated. Possibilities for supplementing the
RGN with speleonyms are being assessed as well.
 In September 2021, a project for the Upgrade of the Specialised Information
Systems for spatial data at the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Agency (GCCA) has
started. Within its goals is to unite the existing spatial databases operated by the GCCA:
1) the cadastral database, 2) the Register of Geographical Names (RGN) database, and
3) the Geokartfond (the Technical Archive for Geodetic, Cartographical, Cadastral and
Photogrammetrical Data and Materials) database. The project duration is 3 years. At
Stage 1 (2021-2022) a report on the status of the three databases and a data analysis will
be delivered. It is expected that the new (united) database will enrich the present RGN
database with standardised place names from the up-to-date cadastre and historical place
names from the Geokartfond archive documents, and provide an increased functionality
in terms of search and cross-reference between the three current databases, as well as
means for cross-validation and correction of geographical names.
 In the period May 2021 – April 2022, the current RGN database was updated;
new names for various topographic features (creeks, small peaks, tourist shelters and
huts, etc.) were added. Some minor corrections (due to wrong entries and misspelling)
were performed as well.
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- date of the meeting
- name of the meeting
- place of the meeting
- main theme
- useful information from the
meeting
- in case of publications,
guidelines: how often are
they issued, what is the
content of these publications
- publicity: articles in
international professional
magazines, publication of
own professional magazines.
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Measures taken and
proposed to
implement United
Nations resolutions on
the standardization of
geographical names,
including the
economic and social
benefits
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Information,
recommendations,
guidelines in legislative,
control management.
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National standardization
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Field collection of
names
Office treatment of
names
Treatment of names in
multilingual areas
Administrative
structure of national
names authorities,
legislation, policies
and procedures
Toponymic guidelines
for map editors and
other editors
Geographical names
as culture, heritage
and identity
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without change
without change
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unsolved
without change

Including indigenous,
minority and regional
language names.
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Exonyms

without change

New exonyms, extinct
exonyms, projects regarding
exonyms.
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Toponymic data files and gazetteers
unsolved
Content requirements
and standards
Data management and unsolved
interoperability
without change
Data services,
applications and
products
Including gazetteers and
web services.

I

Terminology in the
standardization of
geographical names

without change

New or changed definitions
and terms.
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Writing systems and pronunciation
without change
Romanization
without change
Conversion into nonRoman writing systems
without change
Writing of names in
unwritten languages
without change
Pronunciation
without change
Country names
New or changed country
names from the UNGEGN
List of Country Names that
were imported to the list of
geonames in this country (in
language of this country).
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Toponymic education

without change

Toponymical courses, works
in organisation, issues and
solution of problems.
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Features beyond a single sovereignty and international cooperation

Ma
Mb
Mc
Md

Me
Mf

Features common to
two or more nations
Bilateral and
multilateral
agreements
Coastal seas
Geonames of
international waters
and marine features in
international waters
Geonames in
Antarctica
International
cooperation

without change
without change
without change
without change

without change
without change

Cooperation with
institutions, countries –
specific project.

N.

Arrangements for the
UNGEGN
Creating national and other
reports, creating articles for
Bulletin, communication,
cooperation and fulfilment
of tasks from the UNGEGN.

O

Supporting
sustainable
development

In late April 2022, an article entitled “Speleonyms and the natural environment:
examples from Bulgaria“ by Stanislava Valcheva was sent as a contribution to the
UNGEGN Bulletin No 63.

without change

Activities related to
geonames that support
sustainable development.

P

Other
If the country has worked on
something special, that is
not mentioned in this model.

A study on the geographical names related to speleology is being conducted since the
beginning of 2022. Still in its initial stage, the study looks at the Bulgarian Federation of
Speleology’s existing database for caves in Bulgaria assessing the possibilities for
integration with the current Register of Geographical Names database.

Additional instructions:
*if the country has no news or information relevant to the theme, please fill in: without changes: the country is
solving or has solved the theme but has no news in this period
*if the country hasn´t solved the theme, please fill in: unsolved (the theme hasn´t been solved in this country yet – it
hasn´t been necessary or it hasn´t been possible)
*please, fill in the national report with a few key words, concisely and clearly (except Summary), but if it is necessary,
describe it in more detail
*this is the model of the national report, which is recommended to use when creating the national report of your
country. It is only a recommendation. It´s up to you/your choice, if you follow this model or you create your own
format of the national report.

