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Introduction: 
Context and 
Mandate

• 2025 UNGEGN Session
28 April – 2 May 2025 | United 
Nations Headquarters, New York

• convened under ECOSOC 
resolution E/RES/2018/2 (10 Nov 
2017) and decision 2023/338 (25 
July 2023)

• work programme: Strategic Plan 
and Programme of Work 2021-
2029

• a high level of global engagement: 
197 participants from 56 member 
states → broad participation 
across UNGEGN linguistic and 
geographic divisions
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Introduction:
Context and 
Mandate

• theme: Advancing geographical 
names standardization through 
inclusive, culturally-informed and 
evidence-based solutions to support 
sustainable development

• the broader objectives of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda#) + 
International Decade of Indigenous 
Languages (2022 –2032) 
(https://www.unesco.org/en/decades
/indigenous-languages)

• inclusive, culturally-informed, 
science- and evidence-based 
solutions for the SDGs, esp. 3, 5, 8, 
14, 17
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Key Issues

• Geographical Names and 
Sustainable Development

• Cultural Heritage and 
Linguistic Diversity

• Technological Innovation and 
Artificial Intelligence

• Education, Capacity Building, 
and Best Practices

• National Dialogues and 
Institutional Collaboration
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Geographical 
Names and 
Sustainable 
Development

• the role of standardized geographical 
names in supporting sustainable 
development 

• opening remarks by Bjørg Sandkjær 
(Assistant Secretary-General for Policy 
Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs) → 
geographical names as foundational 
elements of sustainable development 

• geographical names play a crucial role in 
• supporting accurate data collection, 
• enabling consistent analysis, 
• improving decision-making

• without standardized naming systems, 
global datasets would be inconsistent 
and difficult to compare

• standardized geographical names enable 
SDG implementation through reliable 
geospatial data

• UNGEGN → improving governance 
mechanisms and supporting informed 
decision-making at national and global 
levels
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Cultural Heritage 
and Linguistic 
Diversity

• geographical names as vital expressions of 
cultural heritage and identity

• interactive panels and side events: the role of 
naming practices in preserving linguistic diversity 
and supporting minority and Indigenous 
communities

• the importance of inclusive approaches that 
recognize the cultural significance of place 
names and ensure the representation of diverse 
linguistic traditions

• side event on Geographical names as cultural 
heritage, Ms Aluki Kotierk (Chair, UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues)

• place names as
• expressions of identity that transcend political 

boundaries and generations
• carriers of cultural heritage
• tools for supporting minority and Indigenous 

languages

• place-name standardization must be sensitive to 
cultural contexts and contribute to the 
preservation of intangible cultural heritage
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Technological 
Innovation and 
Artificial 
Intelligence

• the integration of emerging technologies 
in geographical names standardization

• the application of artificial intelligence 
• managing multilingual datasets
• ensuring consistency in transliteration
• enhancing national data processing 

capabilities
• improving user experiences

• the adoption of a Universal Unique 
Identifier for Cities

• harmonizing global geospatial data 
infrastructure by enabling more efficient 
data integration and interoperability

• World Geographical Names Database 
• improved global data platform 
• an essential resource for standardized 

geographical data across languages and 
scripts

• supports multilingual and multiscript 
submissions
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Education, 
Capacity Building, 
and Best Practices

• strengthening geographical 
names standardization 
• education
• institutional development
• capacity building 

• a wide range of initiatives to 
enhance public engagement and 
professional expertise
• development of interactive e-

learning platforms
• online training programs, webinars
• downloadable teaching materials
• hybrid learning approaches
• regional training hubs
• innovative methods for 

disseminating knowledge
• interdisciplinary cooperation
• collaborative approach
• addressing the complex nature 

and evolving relevance of 
geographical names in a 
globalized world
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National Dialogues 
and Institutional 
Collaboration

• Member States shared their 
experiences in the 
management of 
geographical names
• national policies
• legal frameworks
• institutional arrangements
• modernization, technological 

solutions, innovations
• how to adapt international 

standards while addressing 
specific linguistic, cultural, 
and administrative challenges

• a wide variety of 
approaches, depending on 
local contexts and 
challenges
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National Dialogues 
and Institutional 
Collaboration

Member States presented their progress in 
geographical names management:
• national names standardization: Italy, Poland, 

Estonia, Japan, Malaysia, Denmark, Cyprus
Poland: Types of Localities in the 
Standardization of Locality Names in Poland

• cultural aspects of geographical names 
standardization: Saudi Arabia, Canada, Brunei 
Darussalam, Slovenia, Sweden
Slovenia: Slovene names in Italy 

• technology, innovation, and standards for 
geographical name data management: Mexico, 
Norway, Australia, India, Austria, Russian 
Federation, Hungary, Brazil
Hungary: Supporting local authorities in 
geographical naming practices in Hungary 

• cooperation, training, and promotion: New 
Zealand, Iceland, Republic of Korea, and 
Czechia
Czechia: Working across multiple bodies

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/sessions/4th_
session_2025/#dialogue
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National Dialogues  
and Institutional 
Collaboration

• the importance of institutional 
collaboration with UN-GGIM 
(United Nations Committee of 
Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management)

• recognition of geographical 
names as a Global 
Fundamental Geospatial Data 
Theme → central role in the 
development of integrated 
geospatial information 
systems → Global Geospatial 
Collaboration

• to enhance cooperation 
between mapping agencies 
and naming authorities

24



Decisions

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/sessions/4th_se
ssion_2025/#documents
• Decision 4/2025/1 Advancing geographical 

names standardization through inclusive, 
culturally informed and evidence-based solutions

• Decision 4/2025/4 Item 4(a) Reports: Divisions of 
the Group of Experts

• Decision 4/2025/5 Item 4(b) Reports of 
Governments on the situation in their countries 
and on the progress made in the standardization 
of geographical names  

• Decision 4/2025/9 Item 5(b) Technical expertise: 
Geographical names data management 

• Decision 4/2025/13 Item 6(a) Relationships, links 
and connections: Committee of Experts on 
Global Geospatial Information Management 

• Decision 4/2025/14 Item 6(c) Relationships, links 
and connections: International organizations, 
including academia 

• Decision 4/2025/17 Item 8(b) Culture, heritage 
and language recognition: Indigenous, minority 
and regional languages and multilingual issues 

• Decision 4/2025/19 Item 9(a) Promotion and 
capacity-building: Strengthening publicity and 
increasing awareness of the importance of 
standardized geographical names 

25



UNGEGN Bulletin
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/#bulletin

• UNGEGN Information Bulletin no. 69 (November 
2025) - The use of artificial intelligence in the 
standardization of geographical names
• UNGEGN Information Bulletin no. 68 (December 
2024) - The role of geographical names in preserving 
cultural heritage
• UNGEGN Information Bulletin no. 67 (June 2024) -
Good Practices Emerging From Relations Between 
National Mapping/Geospatial Data Management 
Agencies And Geographical Names Authorities
• UNGEGN Information Bulletin no. 66 (December 
2023) - Geographical names supporting the 
International Decade of Indigenous Languages
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Conclusion

• geographical names are not merely 
technical identifiers but essential 
components of data infrastructure, 
cultural heritage, and governance

• integrating traditional knowledge 
with modern technologies

• promoting inclusive and evidence-
based practices

• the session provided a 
comprehensive framework for future 
work

• by contributing to data quality, 
inclusivity, and cultural recognition → 
geographical names contribute 
meaningfully to a sustainable and 
equitable future 

• UNGEGN continues to play a vital 
role in supporting international 
cooperation and  global development 
objectives
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References & 
More Information

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/sessions/
4th_session_2025/

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/
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Thank you very 
much for your 
attention and 
cooperation!

gabor.mikesy@lechnerkozpont.hu
bolcskei.andrea@kre.hu
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