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Introduction

• 29th ECSEED Meeting 2025 
• New York, 1 May 2025
• organized by the current chair 

country (Hungary) of ECSEED 
as a side event of the 2025 
UNGEGN Session

• experts from across the region
• to share experiences, to 

discuss some of the ongoing 
challenges, and outline future 
directions 

• the topics of the discussion 
and the main outcomes of the 
2025 ECSEED Meeting 
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Participants

Peter Jordan and Roman Stani-Fertl, Austria

Andreas Hadjiraftis, Cyprus

Klára Steinerová, Czechia

Vita Strautniece, Latvia

Maciej Zych, Poland

Dan Pomîrleanu, Romania

Marija Brnot and Matjaž Geršič, Slovenia 

Gábor Mikesy and Andrea Bölcskei, Hungary

11 experts in total → a wide range of national experiences 
and perspectives in geographical name standardization
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Key Issues

• active vs inactive members
• communication within 

ECSEED
• digital presence
• research initiative
• cultural heritage perspective
• UNGEGN / UN-GGIM 

collaboration
• exonyms and public debate
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Communication 
within ECSEED

• a mailing list with 1–2 contacts 
per country 

• structured and consistent 
information flow

• within ECSEED and with 
interested parties (e.g. Austria)

• the ECSEED website 
(maintained by Matjaž Geršič): 
an important platform for 
sharing information and news, 
it also supports visibility → 
https://ungegn.zrc-sazu.si/

• potential collaboration 
opportunities, importance of 
networking 
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Digital Presence

• how geographical names are 
handled in digital environments, 
including translation 
applications, transport systems, 
and artificial intelligence

• key problems:
• current technologies often fail to 

handle proper names correctly
• development efforts tend to focus 

on major languages vs languages 
of the ECSEED region

• incorrect translations, invented 
name forms, and 
misinterpretations of place names 
as common nouns

• greater awareness and more 
careful handling of geographical 
names in digital systems
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f) Timetables, public 
transport applications

when used from foreign IP addresses: 
tendency to translate place names as if 
they were common nouns into the 
presumed native language of the customer 
(e.g., Austrian ÖBB online application used 
from a Hungarian IP address: Wels > 
harcsa ‘catfish’, Liezen > Hazugságok ‘lies’)
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Research Initiative

• goals
• to increase awareness among 

developers
• to improve how digital systems 

treat geographical names
• to promote linguistic accuracy 

• preliminary conditions
• to develop a clear methodology
• to define research questions
• to agree on data collection and 

analysis methods 

• possible outcomes
• a scientific study 
• UNGEGN recommendation 
• direct collaboration with 

technology developers
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Cultural Heritage 
Perspective

• the potential contribution of 
ECSEED to the activities of the 
revived Working Group on 
Geographical Names as 
Cultural Heritage

• the region has strong traditions 
in onomastic research on 
geographical names as 
cultural heritage

• opportunities for cooperation 
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UNGEGN / 
UN-GGIM
Questionnaire

• completed by several Member 
States 

• some challenges
• complexity
• technical issues: to complete all 

sections before saving
• uncertainties regarding 

responsibility for completion
• terminological issues, e.g., the 

distinction between “minority 
names” and “Indigenous names”

• feedback for improving future 
data collection efforts at 
international level 
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Exonyms and 
Public Debate

• practical considerations: using 
established exonyms while 
recognizing the right of other 
countries to use their own 
endonyms

• societal relevance of 
geographical names

• place names are not merely 
technical or administrative 
matters but are closely linked 
to cultural identity and political 
considerations
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Achievements of 
the Meeting

• longstanding and emerging 
issues in geographical name 
standardization

• key challenges
• uneven participation among 

member countries
• communication barriers
• the growing impact of digital 

technologies

• commitment to 
• advancing the field
• addressing new challenges
• strengthening institutional 

frameworks

• geographical names continue to 
play an essential role in both 
traditional and digital contexts
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Conclusion

• ECSEED plays a key regional 
role 

• strong basis for future work 
• the outlook for future 

cooperation is positive
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Thank you very 
much for your 
attention and 
cooperation!

gabor.mikesy@lechnerkozpont.hu
bolcskei.andrea@kre.hu
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