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Resolution VIII/4 

(UN Conference in Berlin, 2002):

o categorisation of exonym use; 

o publication of pronunciation guides for 

endonyms; 

o formulation of guidelines ensuring 

a politically sensitive use of exo-

nyms.



ECSEE Division meeting, 9th UN Conference, New York 2007 
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(1) Feature-related criteria

Exonym use is favoured, if the geographical feature to be 

named

• is important for the receiver community

• extends across language boundaries

• belongs to the nature sphere

• has longer historical continuity

• is exclusively historical and does not correspond to a 

current feature 

• has close and traditional relations to the community of 

the receiver language 

• is located in close distance to the community of the 

receiver language 
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(1) Feature-related criteria (continued)

Exonym use is favoured, if the geographical feature to be 

named

• is located in an area, where the receiver language is 

or was used as a family or educational language

• is named by the exonym, when a publication in the 

receiver language appears in the country of the 

donor language
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Exonym use is favoured, if

• the endonym is composed of a specific and a 

semantically transparent generic word

• the endonym is written in another script

• the donor language is linguistically distant from the 

receiver language

• the edonym is difficult to be pronounced by 

speakers of the receiver language

• the donor language is not a frequent educational or 

trade language with speakers of the receiver 

language

• the donor language has not a specific cultural 

prestige among the speakers of the receiver 

language 
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(3) Audience-related criteria

Exonym use is favoured, if the audience addressed (or 

the partner in conversation) is

• without any exception speaking the exonym 

language

• well-educated, especially well-acquainted with 

history

• not historically or politically offended by the use of 

the exonym language or the specific exonym

• addressed in an unofficial or informal way 
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(4) Medium-related criteria

Exonym use is favoured

• in the context of spoken words or in texts 

composed of complete sentences

• with means of communication used exclusively 

outside the area of the donor language 

 



Thank you for your attention!

peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at
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