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National report of Bulgaria 2023-2026

Summary

A short summary, which
describes main points of the
national report. This part is
also usually sentin a
separate document before
the national report.

The years between 2023 and 2026 for Bulgaria have been defined by a political
standstill due to a cycle of frequent snap elections and short-lived administrations. This
situation prevents the work of various governmental advisory boards like the Council for
Standardisation of Geographical Names. By law, the Council is not expert-led; its
members are political figures (ministers and deputy ministers), which leads to staff
renew with each new government. This situation affects the efficiency of the Council’s
work and reflects on the duties of the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Agency
(GCCA) in assisting the Council and maintaining the database storing the Register of
Geographical Names (RGN).

Despite that no significant decisions related to the geographical names in Bulgaria have
been taken by the Council, the GCCA continues to update, correct, complement and
upgrade the RGN. The new GCCA’s Specialised Information Systems for spatial data
(which includes the RGN) is now available: with better functionality, new web-services
and open data.

In addition, efforts on information update has led to issuing new versions on the List of
Country Names and the Bulgarian Antarctic Gazetteer, both available for free
download.

Member state report
on the situation in

their country

The progress made in the
standardization of
geographical names since
the last UNGEGN session
(news in the field of
geonames in the country,
progress of ongoing
projects, finished projects,
issues and use cases for
inspiration for other
countries, changes in
database of geonames).

In January 2025, the project “An Upgrade of the Specialised Information Systems for
spatial data at the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Agency (GCCA) ” has finished.
Within its goals was to unite the existing spatial databases operated by the GCCA: 1) the
cadastral database, 2) the Register of Geographical Names (RGN) database, and 3) the
Geokartfond (the Technical Archive for Geodetic, Cartographical, Cadastral and
Photogrammetrical Data and Materials) database. At present, the unified database allows
for search and cross-reference between the up-to-date cadastral data, the RGN and the
historical place names from the Geokartfond archive documents; cross-validation and
correction of data (geographical names); bulk upload by a standardised form as well as
individual entries, related to the geographical names; download of open data via WFS
and WMS services, etc. During the upgrade, the RGN was supplemented with data from
various governmental institutions and non-profit organisations such as the National
Statistical Institute, the Executive Forests Agency, the National Archaeological Institute
with the Museum, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and others. Special effort for
the data to be consistent with the INSPIRE Themes has been made. At present, the
access to the united geodatabase (including the RGN) is available at:

KAIS Portal (Last accessed on 05.05.2026)

e Inthe period Febriary 2023 — April 2026, the current RGN database was
updated; new entries for various topographic features (creeks, small peaks, tourist
shelters and huts, etc.) were added. Few name-changes based on a presidential decree
have been made. Some minor corrections (due to wrong entries and misspelling) were
performed as well.

National and
international
meetings, conferences,
symposiums, publicity
and publications

- date of the meeting

- name of the meeting

- place of the meeting

- main theme

- useful information from the
meeting

- in case of publications,
guidelines: how often are
they issued, what is the
content of these publications
- publicity: articles in
international professional
magazines, publication of
own professional magazines.

without change

Measures taken and
proposed to
implement United
Nations resolutions on
the standardization of

without change



https://kais.cadastre.bg/en

geographical names,
including the
economic and social
benefits

Information,
recommendations,
guidelines in legislative,
control management.

National standardizatio
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Ea

Field collection of
names

without change

Eb

Office treatment of
names

without change

Ec

Treatment of names in
multilingual areas

without change

Ed

Administrative
structure of national
names authorities,
legislation, policies
and procedures

without change

Ee

Toponymic guidelines
for map editors and
other editors

unsolved

Geographical names
as culture, heritage
and identity

Including indigenous,
minority and regional
language names.

without change

Exonyms

New exonyms, extinct
exonyms, projects regarding
exonyms.

without change

Toponymic data files and gazetteers

Content requirements
and standards

unsolved

Hb

Data management and
interoperability

unsolved

Hc

Data services,
applications and

products
Including gazetteers and
web services.

The Cadastral-Administrative Information System (KAIS) provides data related to the
Register of Geographical Names (RGN) via WMS and WFS services. Link:
https://kais.cadastre.bg/en/geonames (Last accessed on 05.05.2026)

Terminology in the
standardization of

geographical names
New or changed definitions
and terms.

without change

Writing systems and pronunciation

Ja

Romanization

without change

Jb

Conversion into non-
Roman writing systems

without change

Jc

Writing of names in
unwritten languages

without change

Pronunciation

without change

Country names

An updated on-line version of the List of Country Names has been issued. It is available
for free download in PDF format at:



https://kais.cadastre.bg/en/geonames

New or changed country katalog_countries_agkk 2026.pdf (Last accessed on 11.05.2026)
names from the UNGEGN
List of Country Names that
were imported to the list of
geonames in this country (in
language of this country).

L | Toponymic education | without change
Toponymical courses, works
in organisation, issues and
solution of problems.

M | Features beyond a single sovereignty and international cooperation

Ma | Features common to without change
two or more nations

Mb | Bilateral and without change
multilateral
agreements
Mc | Coastal seas without change
Md | Geonames of without change

international waters
and marine features in
international waters

Me | Geonames in An updated version of the Bulgarian Antarctic Gazetteer, with names and coordinates in
Antarctica English has been released:

https://apcbg.org/gazet.pdf (Last accessed on 05.05.2026)

Maps of the area could be found at:

https://apchbg.org/ (Last accessed on 05.05.2026)

Mf | International without change
cooperation
Cooperation with
institutions, countries —
specific project.

N. | Arrangements for the | Anarticle entitled “Bulgaria - a land of unique toponyms* by Stanislava Valcheva has
UNGEGN been published in the UNGEGN Bulletin No 70.

Creating national and other
reports, creating articles for
Bulletin, communication,
cooperation and fulfilment
of tasks from the UNGEGN.

O | Supporting without change
sustainable

development
Activities related to
geonames that support
sustainable development.

P Other Data from the Register of Geographical Names (RGN), as well as other maps and
If the country has worked on | Materials have been provided by the Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre Agency —
something special, that is Geokartfond to the National Archaeological Institute and Museum under the Bulgarian

Academy of Science for the purposes of Al training in relation to the development of a
GIS platform for the Archaeological Map of Bulgaria. Many toponyms are associated
with textual and/or raster references found in different publications related to
archaeology. Since the RGN data are georeferenced, the matching of toponyms could
provide the desired geotags for the archaeological finds/sites. The Archaeological Map
of Bulgaria website is still under construction:

Joxkymenmayus na I'eoepadhcka undopmayuonna cucmema ,, Apxeonocuuecka kapma Ha

not mentioned in this model.

bvaeapus ' | loxymenmauus na TUC AKE (Last accessed on 05.05.2026)

Additional instructions:

*if the country has no news or information relevant to the theme, please fill in: without changes: the country is solving or has
solved the theme but has no news in this period


https://www.cadastre.bg/sites/default/files/documents/news/katalog_countries_agkk_2026.pdf
https://apcbg.org/gazet.pdf
https://apcbg.org/
https://akb-docs.naim.bg/
https://akb-docs.naim.bg/

*if the country hasn’t solved the theme, please fill in: unsolved (the theme hasn’t been solved in this country yet — it hasn’t
been necessary or it hasn’t been possible)

*please, fill in the national report with a few key words, concisely and clearly (except Summary), but if it is necessary, describe it
in more detail

*this is the model of the national report, which is recommended to use when creating the national report of your country. It is
only a recommendation. It’s up to you/your choice, if you follow this model or you create your own format of the national
report.



