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Development of Normative framework
▪ 2024: Law on Amendments and Additions to the Law on State Survey and the 

Real Estate Cadastre (Official Gazette 152/24)

▪ 2022: Law on Settlements (Official Gazette 39/22)

▪ 2018: Law on State Survey and Real Estate Cadastre (Official Gazette 112/18, 
39/22 )

▪ 2010: Law on amendments to the law on State Survey and Real Estate Cadastre 
(Official Gazette 124/10 )
▪ „ In the Central Office, the following tasks are performed :

▪ 10. establishing and keeping records of geographical names (Register of the Geographical 
Names),”

▪ 1999: Law on State Survey and Real Estate Cadastre (Official Gazette 128/1999)
▪ „ The Institute carries out the following activities within its scope of activity:

▪ 4. organizes and keeps records of geographical names”



Law on Amendments and Additions to the Law on 
State Survey and the Real Estate Cadastre (Official 
Gazette 152/24)

Article 2.

The tasks of the state survey, the real estate cadastre, the infrastructure 
cadastre, the register of buildings, the register of spatial units and the 

register of geographical names are of interest to the Republic of Croatia.

Articles 143-148.

Detailed elaboration of the Register of Geographical Names

Article 147.

• The content and method of keeping and maintaining the Register of 
Geographical Names is prescribed by the Rulebook adopted by the

director.

Main Changes

The number of members of the Standardization Commission has been increased
(from 12 to 22):

• by one member each for the Italian, Serbian, Czech, Hungarian, Albanian,
Slovak and Romani languages by representatives

• Institute of the Croatian Language – one new member

• Croatian Geographical Society – one new member

• Croatian Mountaineering Association – one member.



Current normative framework

▪Law on Settlements (OG 39/2022)

▪Law on State Survey and Real Estate Cadastre (OG 
112/2018, OG 152/2024)
▪Rulebook  for The Register of Geographical Names with the 

Catalogue of Geographical Objects (OG 106/25)
▪Technical specifications (ver. 2.0 2023)
▪7 Guidelines for the standardization of geographical names 
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GN information system
• Spatial database - PostgreSQL + PostGIS

• Spatial data publication server - Geoserver

• Website and web-application for managing (input, edit, delete…) and 
searching the database (Wordpress + Python)



Development of the Register of  
Geographical Names
• 2010 – 2025 State Geodetic Administration

▪ Multi-year project to revise records in the Register of Geographical Names
▪ Collecting Geographical Names from TK 25 (120 169 GI)
▪ Information system of the Register of Geographical Names
▪ Network services development

• 2003 - 2010 Croatian Geodetic Institute
▪ Collecting Geographical Names from TK 300 (5238 GN)
▪ Collecting Geographical Names from TK 200 (10 800 GN)
▪ Application for collecting and searching GN



•124 000 Geographical Names (GN) collected

•At the moment GN from TK25 (600 sheets) are being 
processed

•Project – Revision of the existing records (GN) in the 
Register of Geographical Names
• Pilot project 2021/2022
• Continuous activity 2023/2024/2025

Register of  Geographical Names
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The Commission for Standardization 
of  Geographical Names
–state administration body responsible for the register of geographical names, president

– state administration body responsible for the register of geographical names, deputy president

– state administration body responsible for foreign affairs, member

– state administration body responsible for cultural heritage, member

– state administration body responsible for science and education, member

– Croatian Hydrographic Institute, member

– Institute of the Croatian Language, two members

– Croatian Institute of History, member

– Croatian Cartographic Society, member

– Croatian Geographical Society, two members

– Croatian Mountaineering Association, member

– Miroslav Krleža Lexicographic Institute, member

– universities engaged in education and research in the field of geographical names, and at the proposal of the state administration body responsible for 
science and education, two members

– universities engaged in education and research in the field of languages ​​of national minorities, and at the proposal of the state administration body 
responsible for science and education – one member for each individual language of national minorities

NATIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY 
BODY ESTABLISHED BY THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CROATIA (22)



The Commission for Standardization 
of  Geographical Names
The first convocation : 2019.-2023.

The second convocation : 2023.-

• 7 Recommendations for the standardization of geographical names 

• 3 technical documents (quality assurance of the RGN) 

• 5 national reports for the UNGEGN

• 209 opinions for 645 streets, settelmants and squares names



Organisational framework

State Geodetic
Administration

• CSGN 
Secretariat

• Register of
Geographical
Names

• Address
register

The Commission for Standardization 
of Geographical Names (CSGN)

• Guidlines
• Opinions

Bodies that name 
geographic objects

Bodies that 
maintain various 
registries related 

to GN
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Overview of 
Activities during 
2025.



Awarness raising

The proceedings  of Geographical 
names days 2023 conference
• analogue (200) and digital

Geographical names; Hidden part of 
our everyday life
• an additional 200 copies

• distributed to 555 units of local self-government.



The Commission for Standardization 
of  Geographical Names in 2025

The first convocation : 2019.-2023.  3 meetings

The second convocation : 2023.- 31 meetings (11)

62 opinions for 240 geographical names for streets, 
settlements and squares names



The Commission for Standardization 
of  Geographical Names
Guidelines for standardization of geographical names in the 
Republic of Croatia
• 5 (2) Guidelines for the standardization of geographical names (naming of the settlements, streets and 

squares; writing and using of the geographical names from foreign languages (exonyms); naming of the 
transport infrastructure; writing of the geographical names on the maps and other publications)

Quality assurance of the RGN; Methodology for the standardization of 
geographical names in the database of the RGN; Review of the Revision 
results of the records in the RGM database - pilot project)

5 National reports for the UNGEGN



State Geodetic Administration

Multi Year project: Revision of records in the
database of the Register of Geographical Names;
for 2023/2024/2025 years

Maintance and development of GN Information 
System



Conclusion…

• CGI

• Establishment 
of RGN

1999-2010

• SGA

• GN Information
System

2010-2018
• SGA

• Legal 
Framework

2018-2019

• SGA

• Commission for 
standardisation

2019-



Conclusion…

•Stable annual activities of Commision
•Experience gained from the work is implemented
in new iterations of existing recommendations
•Multi year project of revision of existing records in
the Geographical Names Register database
•Continuous development of the information
system



Thank you for your attention!

tomislav.ciceli@dgu.hr

slavko.kavsek@dgu.hr

info.rgi@dgu.hr
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