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1) Introduction: The National Programmes and the Linguistic
Mission of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA)

The Mission of the Academy (MTA)
* A more than 200-year commitment to the cultivation of scientific Hungarian

* Present aim: ensuring and strengthening the digital presence of Hungarian as a matter of
national interest through conscious development

* Strengthening national identity through linguistic preservation

* Promoting international recognition of Hungarian research through English-language
dissemination (Freund & Oberfrank, 2026, Oberfrank & Freund, 2026;

Solemn Declaration of the 197th General Assembly, 06/05/2024)

Framwork of National Programmes: Science for the Hungarian Language National Programme
- the Terminology Strategy Subprogramme:

Aims: systematic collection and registration of scientific terms across various scientific
disciplines by solving conceptual ambiguities, translation discrepancies and inconsistent
terminology
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1) Terminology Strategy Subprogramme

Antecedents and background: .
2018-2019: Challenges in Terminology Strategy in the Hungarian Language Area: takiin
conference and volume (Foris, Bélcskei 2019) Z61d Knys

2021-2023: ELKH (E6tvos Lorand Research Network) "Priority Project” —e.g.
review of international practices, terminological strategy bibliography, Green Paper

Current Project Framework:

2023-2027: Terminology Strategy Subprogramme
1. Terminology portal and Hungarian National Terminology Database (pilot
phase) — Hungarian proper geographical names and English equivalents
2. Collection of educational terminology within the Carpathian Basin —

(Prészéky (Ed.-in-

Termini Hungarian Linguistics Research Network (nine-language glossary) Chief), Foris,

3. Further development of the bibliographical database of specialized Bolcskei, B. Papp, E.,
dictionaries in collaboration with the Terminology Documentation Centre of Lipp (Ed. 2023)

Pécs (https://doi.org/10.1

Selected Publications / References: Foris, Bolcskei 2019; Foris ed. (2025); Lipp, Proszéky 8135/term.2023.1).
2025; Ralli, Tamas 2025
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https://doi.org/10.18135/term.2023.1
https://doi.org/10.18135/term.2023.1

2) The Relevance of Geographical Names in the Subprogramme

Geographical proper names traditionally fall outside the scope of formal conceptual elaboration,
BUT:
in practice, during the compilation of specialized glossaries and dictionaries, these names are
generally treated as a subset of terminology (Bolcskei—Foris 2022)

&
standardization and public access is aligned with the principles advocated by UNGEGN

Advantages:

e consistency to avoid unreliable communication by resolving numerous uncertainties in
geographical proper name usage of English

e authoritative source and reference for the correct usage and spelling of English equivalents

Serves: editors, researchers, translators, geography teachers in bilingual schools and content
creators (e.g. tourism sector)
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3) The Terminology Management Framework

Aim: common editing principles - common and consistent core structure, while also
allowing flexibility through optional data categories tailored to the characteristics of
individual domains with a General editing manual and Domain-specific editing manuals

For each domain: select appropriate data field categories and adopt the concept-oriented
terminological approach: 1 concept: 1 entry =)

Geographical proper names that share the same linguistic designator, but represent
different concepts in separate entries, and conversely, variants using different linguistic
designators for the same concept grouped in a single entry

Note data category: note field provides further relevant information, such as explanations
of less common generic noun elements or clarifications regarding conceptual differences
National termbase: target group is wide and heterogeneous, so definitions must be not
only professionally accurate, but also written in plain language
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Internal editor's interface
Basic functions
Excel import + TBX (data exchange)
Excel export () + TBX (data exchange)
Data categories - free choice, stand-alone editable
items (not text lists, XML-based), metadata in
° Hungarian and Englisch, free choice between
3) Th e Te rl I I I n O | Ogy M a n age l I l e nt F ra l I l eWO rk mandatory and optional data categories, formatting
options of text and numbers, offering pick-up list
choices, mulitimedia files

Steps for establishing a Terminology Management System: e ettt
. . . . . Terminology management view: information about the
1) Identyfing main requirements - short criteria catalogue number ofterms and entris in a anguage
. External and internal links

- stable and secure handling of large amounts of data erge uncion

. . . ilter up icates
- free selection of data fields and flexible structure Clone/Spl
- editing options (merging, filtering options, batch editing, etc.) e e

- ensure interoperability for the eXChange and reuse Of data \T’\:z:k‘:llc?\cr—e;dt:[orialaccess (data life history, validation

- additional elements: Workflow for collaborative work, graphs/concept maps St nanding of Lrge amounts o et 1125135
o] oo, e . e e, . . 40 data categories and management of millions of

- Al possibilities included (proposals for definitions, understanding of relations) tems in the TS

External user interface

(Ralli & Tamas 2025)
2) Exploring possibilities: 10 different softwares tested - software purchase with updates possible

3) Interverbum Technology: TermWeb server and TermWebPublish version — part of a website
adaptable surface, customizable to needs - commercial and ,living” software - constantly developed

4) Working on the test interface: ongoing data collection alongside term recording across various domains; aligning
data field types with software editing capabilities, and adapting the external interface to user needs.
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Terminology portal for term
search:

* Hungarian National
Terminology Database

* Terminological Meta-search
Engine (under development,
collection of links)

Additional Term Search
Options:

* Specialized Dictionary
Repository

* Termini Hungarian—
Hungarian Dictionary and
Database (additional
element)
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HU EN <

TE NYCLVTUDOMANYI 5
ELTE RUFArOKSZFONT AKTUALITASOK v KUTATAS v OKTATAS v SZOLGALTATASOK v ROLUNK WEBSHOP Q

Fooldal / Kutatas /| Kutatocsoportok / Terminologiai kutatocsoport

KUTATASI TERULET MUNKATARSAINK HIREK ESEMENYEK PUBLIKACIOK KAPCSOLATOK TERMINOLOGIAI PORTAL

NYELVTUDOMANYI KUTATOKOZPONT

Terminologiai portal =7

. 5] 2 | -
Osszegytijtottiik a terminologiai szplgalttasokat egyetlen _
feliileten, hogy gyorsam megtalalhato legyen a mégrelelo
adatbazis, szakértoi segitseg. ol .

- 2

MATERMWEB TOVABBI FORRASOK SZAKSZOTARAK
MaTermWeb nemzeti Magyar terminusokat Szakszotari
terminologiai adatbazis tartalmazo repozitorium
Gyors keresés az ELTE termm,o!og'a' Terminologiai
N adatbazisok bimentarite Karnnm
Nyelvtudomanyi ; 3 Dokumentacios Kozpont
linkgyujteménye

Kutatokozpont
terminologiai Egyetlen helyen megtalalja
adatbazisaban. a tovabbi magyar
terminusokat tartalmazo
terminologiai adatbazisokat

; : MEGNYITAS
MEGNYITAS MEGNYITAS
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(Ralli & Tamas 2025)

REGIOS NYELVHASZNALAT

Termini magyar-magyar
szotar és adatbazis
Termini Magyar Nyelvi

Kutatohalozat

MEGNYITAS




Internal editor's interface |
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Magyar Nemzeti Terminolégiai Adatbazis

Hungarian National Terminology Database

Témakr

Keresés... Q | 0Osszes témaksr v magyar (hun) - angol, német (deu) v -

»

22 fokos halé

Fogalomazonosftd kdd 213 Bejegyzés azonositéja 580
agaraszat
alairasgyjtés Terminoldgiai gydjtemény Meteorologia
Alaptdrvény Témakor TERMESZETTUDOMANYOK > Meteorolégia > Féldrajzi 1érségek fogalmai > Helyi szelek
aleuti alacsonynyomés Utolsé szerkesziés idépontja/Date of last editing 2025.10.29
alkonyati ellensugér Megjegyzés/Note Az adatallomany az MTA Meteoroldgiai Tudoményos Bizottsaggal egyiittmiikédésben késziilt.
alkonyati sugdr
allatovi fény magyar

alnap

Kiindulasi nyelv/Language of origin magyar

alpesi fény
alsé allasu délibab
alsé érinté iv Definicio /Definition Az altaldaban északkeleti iranybol, a tenger feldl fujo, gyenge vagy mérsékelt erésségi szél spanyol neve. Foként a karibi térségben és Latin-Amerika tengerparti

alsé oldaliv vidékein hasznaljak ezt az elnevezést.
alsé tagozatos altalanos iskola Definicic forrasa/Source of definition Németh Csilla
ltalénos iskola Megbizhatdsag/Rating 4
antarktikus front Szakértd/Expert Németh Csilla
antarktikus levegé Szakmai lektor/Domain expert reviewer Babolcsai Gyargy
Antarktiszi cirkumpoléris dramlat Régi6/Region Dél-amerika
Ant‘illa-érafnlai Kapcsolodo terminus 1/Related term 1 helyi szelek
antipasszat
Reldcid tipusa 1/Type of relation 1 folérendelt fogalom

aperszél

arktikus anticiklon

arktikus levegé

ausztraliai nyari depresszié
azori magasnyomas

azori orr

angol

azsiai monszun
barat

bayamo

belat
Benguela-dramlat
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4) Features of the Dataset

The corpus

* Collection of Hungarian geographical names and their
English equivalents provided by our subject-expert Gabor
Gercsak

e Sources: original works and translations of Hungarian
works into English
 Some types of sources:
» atlases (National Atlas of Hungary)
e geology (Geology of Hungary)
e geography (Hungarian Geographical Bulletin) and
* tourism (Geological Map of Hungary for Tourists)

ELTE tXiversiry
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4) Features of the Dataset

The data

1752 Hungarian geographical names
and 5025 English equivalents
(including orthographical variants)

* On average: 3 English equivalents for
each Hungarian name
e Highest variation:
 Eszaki-kézéphegység (20
variants)
* Dunantuli-kézéphegység (17)
* Alféld (14)
* Duna-Tisza kéze (7) )
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4) Specific examples

Hungarian geographical name English equivalents

Eszaki-kdzéphegység North Hungarian Range; Matra—Slanec Range;
Hungarian Highlands; North Hungarian Central
Mountains; North Hungarian Mid-Mountains;
North Hungarian Uplands;
Northern Hills

Alfold Alfold Plain; Alfold plain; Great Hungarian Plain;
Great Alfold; Great Plains of Hungary; Hungarian
Great Plain; Hungarian Lowland

Duna-Tisza koze Danube-Tisza Midland; Danube-Tisza Interfluve;
Danube-Tisza Mid-Region; Duna—Tisza kdze area;
region between the Danube and Tisza rivers
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4) Features of the Dataset

Main data fields

* Concept-level fields:
 domain and subdomains
* administrative metadata: validating person, date of last editing
e optional: external links to the National Atlas of Hungary

* Term-level fields:
* Hungarian geographical proper name and its English equivalents
* related terms in HU and EN: synonyms (and quasi-synonyms)
* information about usage: non-preferred English equivalents
* note: additional information about equivalence, etymology and further details
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4) Features of the Dataset

Domains:
* Domain + Subdomain 1-2: according to the internal guideline

e Subdomain 3: according to the work of Fabian, Foldi & H6nyi (1998)

m Subdomain 1 Subdomain 2 Subdomain 3

Natural sciences Geological sciences Geography Waters (lakes and rivers)
Relief (hills and valleys)

Regions and landscapes (plains, flats,
regions)

Vegetation (forests, groves)
Soil (karsts, sands, salines)
Geological formation (trenches)

Coastal morphology (islands)
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5) Specific examples

Geographical proper sharing the same linguistic designator, but representing different concepts:

* Pilis (single mount) and Pilis (mountain range) > two separate entries: Mount Pilis and Pilis
Mountains

Different linguistic designators for the same concept:

 Zempléni-hegység (used within the field of geography and public education) and Tokaji-hegység
(used by geologists) > recorded as synonyms within the same entry

»Note” data category providing further relevant information:

* Explanation of lesser-known generic terms like toboér (,dolina’, dialectal term specific for the
Blikk area) or lexical differences between English and Hungarian (HU: drok — EN:
ditch/graben/ravine, depending on geomorphological properties)

* Names of hills and mounts without a generic term in Hungarian (Avas, Csovdnyos) — if they are
lower than 400 m, the explanatory term Hill/hill is added in the English equivalent (Avas
Hill/Avas hill); if they are higher than 400 m, the term Mount is added before the proper name
(Mount Csovdnyos)

S .
(7 g\ EOTVOS LORAND
\&8/) ELTE Oniversiry




6) Summary and Conclusions

Terminology Strategy Subprogramme forming part of the National Programmes of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences: Linguistic Mission

The features of the dataset are relevant to determine the specific terms of the
terminology management framework as illustrated with specific examples

Geographical proper names usually fall outside the scope of terminology management,
but they are a relevant part of our project:

e dissemination of knowledge and promoting consistency in the translation of
Hungarian geographical names into English (in line with the principles of UNGEGN)

* recording geographical names in a publicly available database: authoritative source
and reference for a wide target audience
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