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Changes of the names are published each year in the Journal of Laws 
of the Republic of Poland, and come into force on January 1 – these 
changes are effect of changes in the names, as well as changes in type 
of name. 
The following changes took place on January 1, 2025 and on January 1, 
2026:

Official names

Year
New 

names

Changed names
Abolished

namesTotal
Name
only

Name
and the 

type

Type
only

2025 4 280 7 4 269 148
2026 0 124 3 3 118 181
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Establishment of
administrative units in 2025:
• 2 gminas (communes – 3rd 

level administrative unit)

Changes of names of 
administrative units in 2026:
• 1 gmina (commune – 3rd 

level administrative unit)

Official names
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Multilingual areas

National minorities: 
• Belorussian
• Czech
• Lithuanian
• German
• Armenian
• Russian
• Slovak
• Ukrainian 
• Jewish

Ethnic minorities:
• Karait
• Lemko (Rusyn)
• Roma 
• Tartar

Regional language
• Kashubian
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Since 2005 additional names in 
minority languages were 
introduced for 1305 localities. 
This number consists of 387
German names, 852 Kashubian 
names, 30 Lithuanian names, 27 
Belarusian and 9 Lemko names.

Multilingual areas
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Official list of Polish geographical 
names of the world
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical 
Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland 

• published in the end of 2019
• included Polish names for 13,599 

geographical objects that lie 
outside the boundaries of Poland

Exonyms
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Official list of Polish geographical names of the world is regular updated. 
In the period from June 2024 to April 2026 the Commission on 
Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of Poland:
• standardized 30 Polish exonyms
• changed 79 exonyms
• delisted 32 exonyms

Exonyms
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Recommended Polish name for the Gulf of Mexico

Exonym unchanged
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Official list of polish geographical 
names of the world. Supplement: List 
of names of buildings and other 
urban objects
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical 
Names Outside the Republic of 
Poland 

• published in December 2024
• https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/urze

dowy-wykaz-polskich-nazw-
geograficznych-swiata-suplement-
wykaz-nazw-budowli-i-innych-
obiektow-miejskich-wyd-1-2024 

Exonyms of buildings and other urban objects
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All names from Official list of Polish geographical names of the world has 
been added to the National Register of Geographical Names (PRNG)

Exonyms

https://prng.geoportal.gov.pl
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The National Register of Geographical Names – PRNG (maintained by the 
Head Office of Geodesy and Cartography) holds 255,751 names (as on 11th 
March 2026):
• 124,267 names of localities and their parts
• 131,484 names of physiographical objects:

‒ 22,893 names of water objects
‒ 33,326 names of land shaping objects
‒ 75,265 names of other objects

Toponymic data files
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In the Register the following types of names are collected: 
• official names (i.e. names published by a regulation of the Minister, 137,791 

names)
• standardized names (i.e. names adopted by the Commission on Names of 

Localities and Physiographical Objects but not yet published by a 
regulation of the Minister, 32,723 names)

• unstandardized names (i.e. other names listed on topographic maps or 
other sources, 85,237 names)

• minority names (1,305 names)

Toponymic data files



13www.gov.pl/web/ksng

Open data geoportal.gov.pl

shapefile (ArcGIS)
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Official list of names of countries and 
non-self-governing territories 
(8th edition)
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical Names 
Outside the Republic of Poland 

• published in December 2025 
• contains 197 countries recognized by Poland 

and 67 non-self-governing territories
• https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-en/country-

names2 

Country names
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Country names
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Toponymic guidelines of Poland for map editors 
and other users 
(5th edition)
• prepared by the Commission on 

Standardization of Geographical Names 
Outside the Republic of Poland 

• published in December 2024 
• https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng-

en/toponymic-guidelines-of-poland 

Toponymic guidelines
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• introduced by the Council for the Polish Language
• entered into force on January 1, 2026
• 11 changes have been introduced
• one chenge concerns the capitalization of some proper names, including the 

spelling of names of urban geographical features:
Under the previous rules, the generic term (for example: avenue, gate, 
boulevard, cemetery, mound, church, monastery, pier, bridge, estate, 
palace, park, square, monument, roundabout, villa, castle, etc.) forming 
part of the name of an urban feature was written in lowercase (e.g. plac 
Teatralny [Theatre Square], kościół Mariacki [St. Mary’s Church]). It must 
now be capitalized (e.g. Plac Teatralny, Kościół Mariacki), except for 
names containing the term “ulica” [street], which remains lowercase

Reform of the Polish orthography
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Romanization rules

https://www.gov.pl/web/ksng/zasady-latynizacji

Lao

Greek
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Maciej Zych

Chair of the Commission on Standardization of Geographical 
Names Outside the Republic of Poland

Thank you
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