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National minorities in Hungary (2022)

National minorities in Hungary

- Total population: 9,603,634           (2011: 9,937,628)
- Non-Hungarian: 870,261              (2011: 768,735)
- 13 domestic national minorities: 492,377    (2011: 644,524)

The proportion of 
national minorities
in Hungary

(census 2022)

(census 2022)
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Romani people
- according to censuses:
 2001:  205,720
 2011:  315,583
 2022:  209,909

- according to estimates: 
800 – 900 thousand
2010 –2013:  876,000
(University of Debrecen) 

3 language groups:
(according to a 2003 survey)

- Hungarian: 86.9%
- Romani dialects: 7.7%
- Boyash: 4.6% 
- Other: 0.8%

National minorities in Hungary (2022)

The proportion of the Roma population in the districts
based on the survey of the University of Debrecen (2010 – 2013)

3 Boyash dialects
- Árgyelán (Arĝeleni)
Southwestern Hungary
- Muncsán (Munĉeni)
Alsószentmárton and its surroundings
- Ticsán (Ticseni)
The middle region of the Tisza river
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(Pénzes–Pásztor 2014 University of Debrecen)



- by Hungarian Statistical Office
- the list is based on the minority language signposts (reversed in other Central European countries)
- not considered to be officially established minority language settlement names, but only as road 

information

www.ksh.hu

The official Hungarian settlement 

names are given in parentheses 

following the minority language 

settlement names.

Minority language settlement names 
in the Official Gazetteer of Hungary
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https://www.ksh.hu/apps/hntr.nemzetisegi?p_lang=EN

http://www.ksh.hu/
https://www.ksh.hu/apps/hntr.nemzetisegi?p_lang=EN


29 June 2021: extraordinary meeting of Hungarian Committee on Geographical Names 
on minority language settlement names 

13 tables for each national minorities in Hungary

Tables for the 13 ethnic minorities in Hungary (compiled by Lechner Nonprofit Ltd.) 
- minority settlement names according to the available sources
- census data (2011)
- administrative data
- five ethnic features (orange colour):
• the proportion of ethnic minority 
is at least 10%
• the number of ethnic minority 
persons is at least 25
• the ethnic minority has a 
local self-government
• there are ethnic minority traditions
• there is a minority language 
road sign

Part of the list for Slovak minority
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SZLOVÁK nemzetiségi adatbázis 2022.pdf


Bibliography list of the literary sources

for the Slovak settlement names

13 tables for each national
minorities in Hungary
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- At the end of each list, a bibliography lists of the literary sources 
used for the minority language settlement names.nformation
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13 tables for each national minorities in Hungary

- In 2022 these tables have been sent by the Committee to 
the self-governments of the national minorities in Hungary. 

- 7 answers: Bulgarian, German, Greek, Polish, Romanian, 
Slovak, Slovenian

- Relevant information, correction regarding names: 
Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian

- low number of responses

- the tables were too complex

- they contained several times the number of settlements that 
actually possess a minority character

Minority settlement

settlement-

part

Armenian 36 22

Bulgarian 52 23

Croatian 198 57

German 1028 176

Greek 40 22

Polish 66 25

Roma 1450 28

Romanian 241 28

Rusyn 54 17

Serbian 99 29

Slovakian 226 57

Slovenian 18 5

Ukrainian 59 21

total 3567 510

In Hungary total 3155 settlements!



- Consultations with the minorities were prolonged
- Request of the superior ministry
- Committee on Geographical Names was required to produce an authentic register of 

minority language settlement names

Resolution of Committe on Geographical Names (2010)

The Committee on Geographical Names considers it important that the geographical names of maps reflects the

name usage rooted in the history and culture of local communities, and therefore recommends that in places

inhabited by national minorities, maps should also show the historically formed geographical names of the given

community, if a verified source is available. The recommendation applies to both state base maps and other

commercially available (tourism, tourist, etc.) maps. Maps with a scale of 1:100,000 and smaller should show the

minority language form of settlement names, the source of which is the latest Gazetteer of the Central Statistical

Office.

Excerpt from the Resolution of Committe on Geographical Names No. 73/677. (13.XII.2010.)
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https://kormany.hu/kozigazgatasi-es-teruletfejlesztesi-miniszterium/foldrajzinev-bizottsag

https://kormany.hu/kozigazgatasi-es-teruletfejlesztesi-

miniszterium/foldrajzinev-bizottsag

Website of Committee on Geographical Names (Minority names register)

Gazetteer of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office
- outdated
- not updated

Currently, this is the most authentic register of minority 
language settlement names displayed on road signs.

Website  of Committee on Geographical Names

▪ based on Gazetteer and field research

▪ In cases where the form provided by the Central Statistical 
Office or the road sign itself is incorrect, the list also includes 
the correct form used in minority literature.
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https://cdn.kormany.hu/uploads/sheets/a/a6/a64/a64f833da2c6817f6d10fed22f3325a.pdf


Practice in Central Europe 

- General practice in Central Europe that the settlement names of the minorities are published in accordance 
with the use of place names linked to the numerical ratio of minorities.

- The pourpose is for the registration of minority language names in Hungary to go beyond the principle of only 
registering names appearing on road signs. 

Register of national minority names 
Register in Slovakia 
(thresold 15%, in 2011 20%) 

Minority names Register
- Gazetteer, Website of Committee
- common editorial principle: names displayed on minority language 

road signs

Lechner Nonprofit Kft. – The new Initiative in the Standardization of 
Minority Language Settlement Names in Hungary

11

Register of national minority names 
Register in Romania (thresold 20%)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6b/Monitorul_Oficial_al_Rom%C3%A2niei._Partea_I_2001-12-07%2C_nr._781.pdf?utm_source=commons.wikimedia.org&utm_campaign=index&utm_content=original
https://www.torvenytar.sk/pdfRules/1677510319_35_2023.pdf


Act CLXXIX of 2011 on the rights of national minorities in Hungary

Chapter 6. §

In settlements where the registered proportion of a national minority in the most recent census 
exceeds 10 %, the local government is obliged, at the request of the minority, to provide the placement 
of signs with settlement and street names in the minority language alongside the Hungarian versions. 

Chapter 18. § 

Minorities have the right to use their historically established geographical names.

Street sign in Pilisvörösvár/Werischwar

Bilingual street sign in 
Pilisszentlászló/Senváclav
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Unique methodology of collecting national minority data

During the 2001, 2011 and 2022 censuses 3 (4) questions:
- nationality (maximum of 3 nationalities)
- mother tongue
- language spoken with family members or friends
- affinity with national minority cultural values and traditions (only included in 2001)

Belong to a given national minority: positive answer to at least one question
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National minority data collection in the Hungarian census

national minority Nationality Mother tongue

Language spoken 

with family 

members or 

friends

Affinity with 

nationalities' 

cultural values

Belong to 

national 

minority

Domestic national minorities together 313 832 135 497 165 970 300 328 442 739

Domestic national minorities together 555 507 148 155 228 353 .. 644 524

Domestic national minorities together 410 302 112 014 165 910 .. 492 377

2011 census

2001 census

2022 census



Unique methodology of collecting national minority data

- the data on belong to national minority is always higher than the data on the sub-questions 
- possibility of declaring multiple national minorities (maximum 3)
- sum of the national minority ratios in a given settlement can be even greater than 100%
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National minority data collection in the Hungarian census

national minority Nationality Mother tongue

Language spoken 

with family 

members or 

friends

Affinity with 

nationalities' 

cultural values

Belong to 

national 

minority

Domestic national minorities together 313 832 135 497 165 970 300 328 442 739

Domestic national minorities together 555 507 148 155 228 353 .. 644 524

Domestic national minorities together 410 302 112 014 165 910 .. 492 377

2011 census

2001 census

2022 census

Since in the future, a full-scale national minority data survey covering the entire population is no 
longer planned in Hungary during the censuses, but only partial sample surveys, the ethnic data of the 
last 3 censuses will remain the basic sources of national minority statistical research in the future.



Editing principles for the new minority languages names register

❑ Selection of settlements based on the minority population ratio of 10%.

❑ Instead of the voluminous tables in 2022, a simpler and more transparent list of minority language settlement 

names.

❑ Ethnic data according to the last Hungarian census (2022). 
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Slovenian settlements
in the new list

Magyarországi nemzetiségi helységnevek 10_ romákkal 4atszerkesztve MA.pdf


Characteristics of the new register

▪ settlements where the ethnic minority population ratio is at least 10% 

▪ not only in the most recent census but in at least one of the last three censuses (2001, 2011, 2022)

▪ the three census data are listed in a separate column

▪ nearly one hundred distinct settlement parts (census data is not included)
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Settlement-parts
in list of German
place-names



Sources of the minority language names
▪ The settlement names are grouped by national minority.

▪ The place names not written in Latin letters: list also includes their 
Latin-alphabet transliteration.

▪ Minority-language road sign already exists: an asterisk (*) 
following the Hungarian name.

Sources:

▪ Gazetteer of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office

▪ road signs

▪ national minority literature
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If these forms differ from each other, the name form in the literature is included 
in the table, while other variants are placed in footnotes with an explanation.

Both the road sign and the 
gazetteer are incorrect.



Minority over 50% * Minority 50-10% * Minority

under 10% *

Minority Number of 

settlements

Number and % of 

minority language 

signs

Number of 

settlements

Number and % of 

minority language signs
Number of 

minority language 

signs

Roma 21 0 0.0% 373 0 0.0% 0

German 3 2 66.7% 184 105 57.1% 78

Croatian 3 3 100.0% 43 34 79.1% 17

Slovak 1 0 0.0% 48 24 50.0% 18

Romanian 1 1 100.0% 10 6 60.0% 4

Serbian 0 0 0.0% 1 1 100.0% 8

Slovenian 4 4 100.0% 4 2 50.0% 1

Rusyn 0 0 _ 9 1 11.1% 0

Greek 0 0 _ 1 1 100.0% 0

Bulgarian 0 0 _ 0 0 _ 1

Polish 0 0 _ 0 0 _ 0

Armenian 0 0 _ 0 0 _ 0

Ukrainian 0 0 _ 0 0 _ 0

Total 33 10 30.3% 674 174 25.8% 127

* according to the 2022 census data

Minority language road signs

▪ 41% of the signs (127 signs) are 
placed in settlements where the 
proportion of minority is below 
10%

▪ 41% of settlements with a minority 
population of more than 10% do 
not have place name signs
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The list includes all settlements where 
there are minority language road 
signs, even if the proportion of the 
minority population is below 10%. 

(According to the 2022 census data, without Romas)

Essentially, the new register 
combines those settlements that 
reach the 10% minority 
threshold with those that display 
a minority name on a road sign.
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Footnotes, bibliography

▪ There is no minority name for every settlement above 10% threshold (not traditionally of a minority character, and 

the current minority population consists of recently moved foreign citizens)

▪ The footnotes provide further explanations regarding population and toponymic history 

▪ The lists are also concluded a biblography

Bibliography of
Croatian settlement names

Rajka (2022)

Total pop.: 5239 pers.

Slovak 3471 pers., 66,2%

German 87 pers, 3%

3669 foreign citizens



Roma language settlement names

▪ at the end of the register

▪ specific situation (research and name collection in progress, only 38 Romani or Boyash settlement name published)

▪ no signs with Romani or Bayash language 

▪ majority of Romas have traditionally spoken Hungarian

▪ 699 settlements where the proportion of Roma reached 10%

▪ in new register only 325 Roma settlements (at least 10% Romani or Boyash)
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This filtering process excludes settlements inhabited predominantly 
by Hungarian-speaking Romas, where the existence and use of 
place names in the Roma language is unlikely.

Magyarországi nemzetiségi helységnevek 10_ romákkal 4atszerkesztve MA.pdf


Conclusions
▪ out of Hungary's 3,155 settlements, 744 are included in the new register

▪ 659 settlements (10% threshold), 85 settlements (minority-language road sign)

▪ approximately 400 settlements with a minority connection and historically established minority place name (without 

Romas)

▪ To these 400 settlements are added the minority names of the settlement-parts and the Roma settlement names
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Comparison table

▪ the first two have the 

fewest names (road 

signs) in the minority 

language

▪ 2022 tables (unjustified 

high number)

▪ new register: Correcting 

the inconsistencies of the 

first 3 lists, realistic 

volume of data.

Gazetteer (Statistical 

Office)

Committee on GN list 

(Website)

Committee on GN 

Tables 2022

Committee on GN new 

list

Minority settlement

settlement-

part settlement

settlement-

part settlement

settlement-

part settlement

settlement-

part

Armenian 0 0 0 0 36 22 0 0

Bulgarian 1 0 1 0 52 23 1 0

Croatian 49 0 54 2 198 57 66 12

German 161 0 187 16 1028 176 298 61

Greek 1 0 1 0 40 22 1 0

Polish 0 0 0 0 66 25 1 0

Roma 0 0 0 0 1450 28 325 0

Romanian 10 0 11 0 241 28 16 1

Rusyn 1 0 1 0 54 17 9 0

Serbian 7 0 9 0 99 29 9 1

Slovak 30 0 43 5 226 57 79 16

Slovenian 7 0 7 2 18 5 9 4

Ukrainian 0 0 0 0 59 21 1 0

total 267 0 314 25 3567 510 815 95
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The number of settlements included in the minority place name 
lists mentioned during the presentation

https://www.ksh.hu/apps/hntr.nemzetisegi?p_lang=EN
https://cdn.kormany.hu/uploads/sheets/a/a6/a64/a64f833da2c6817f6d10fed22f3325a.pdf
NÉMET nemzetiségi adatbázis 2022.pdf
Magyarországi nemzetiségi helységnevek 10_ romákkal 4atszerkesztve MA.pdf


Report of the Committee on Geographical Names 

The purpose of the new list is in alignment with the report of the Committee on Geographical Names of May 25, 2021

▪ it is necessary to raise awareness of the close relationship between national identity and geographical names in local 

ethnic communities

▪ establish national and standardized lists of minority language geographical names
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Remaining tasks and visions

❑ The full inclusion of Roma names in the list in their Romani or Boyash language form

❑ The finalization of a Hungarian minority language settlement name register

❑ Initiating the official recognition of national minority language settlement names in Hungary
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German settlement names on the 
National Geospatial Base Map of Hungary



Thank you 
for your kind attention!

TELEFON: +36 (1) 279-2610

www.lechnerkozpont.hu

E-mail: ltk@lechnerkozpont.hu

1111 Hungary, Budapest, 
Budafoki út 59.

CONTACT: 
Attila Sasi
Cartographer
Expert on geographical names

Geoinformatikai Osztály
Lechner Nonprofit Kft.
Mobile: +36 (30) 439-1372
E-mail: attila.sasi@lechnerkozpont.hu
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