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Vályi András:
Magyar országnak leírása. 
Vols. 1–3. Buda, 1796–1799

• Description of Hungary
• “country description”: elements of geography, 

history, and early statistical inquiry, 
encyclopaedic account 

• alphabetically organized entries
• information on administrative affiliation, 

landownership, religious and linguistic 
composition of the population, and economic 
conditions, including land quality and agricultural 
potential

• empirical data collection, local observations
• a descriptive methodology: documenting the 

current state of settlements 
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• “patriotic zeal”: to deepen 
national self-knowledge 

• a snapshot of late eighteenth-
century Hungary 
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Lexicon locorum, 1773

• Lexicon locorum Regni Hungariae
populosorum, 1773

• ordered by the Royal Hungarian 
Council of Lieutenancy (1772), an 
official register → support 
administrative governance 

• one of the earliest standardized 
datasets 

• contents: 8,742 settlements 
includes: 

• settlement names (often 
multilingual) 

• administrative units (county, 
district) 

• the type of the settlement
• possessor
• population’s native language 
• dominant religious 

denominations 
• settlement-level demographic 

information 
• covers the core territory of the 

Kingdom of Hungary 
• does not include Transylvania,  
        Partium (partly), Banat of Temes,
        Croatia 
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János Lipszky
(1766–1829)

• Mappa Generalis (1806)
• first scientific map of Hungary in 12 

sheets, approx. 20,000 settlements 
• based on mathematical measurements 

and astronomical observations
• covers the entire Carpathian Basin 

• Repertorium (1808)
• works as a gazetteer, over 900 pages 
• contains all settlements and geographic 

features, multilingual place names 
• Tabula Generalis (1810)

• single-sheet overview of the main map
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Mappa Generalis 
Regni Hungariae parti 
umque adnexarum
Croatiae, Slavoniae et 
Confiniorum
Militarium Magni item 
Principatus
Transylvaniae
https://maps.hungaricana.hu/
hu/HTITerkeptar/415/
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József Teleki
(1790–1855)
• plan of a comprehensive Hungarian dictionary, including 

place names
• context: to standardize and expand the Hungarian 

language, to strengthen national identity through linguistic 
means

• place names as important elements of the national 
vocabulary: a crucial role in understanding word 
formation, linguistic development, and national cultural 
heritage

• principle: place names are not merely geographical labels 
but significant linguistic and cultural artifacts → scientific 
interest in Hungarian toponymy
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Individual initiatives in the mid-
nineteenth century → principles 
central to the discipline

Imre Révész, 1850–1852
• the first scientifically significant publication: 

app. 2,000 place names in the journal Új Magyar 
Múzeum 1/1: 510–513, 2/1: 161–164, 2/1: 310–
315.

• names with clear linguistic relevance (historical 
forms, sound changes)

• psychological, environmental, and economic 
factors influencing naming practices
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Individual initiatives in the mid-nineteenth 
century → principles central to the discipline
Károly Szabó, 1850–1851
• A magyar helynevekről. Körös-

Tartsa helynevei [On Hungarian 
place names. Place names in 
Köröstarcsa]. Új Magyar Múzeum
1/1: 371–377. 

• comprehensive data collection
• local engagement → researchers: 

detailed knowledge of the local 
area + close contact with its 
inhabitants

Lajos Balkányi Szabó, 1865
• Debrecen helynevei. 100 

helynévnek történeti, 
szájhagyományi és szónyomozási 
magyarázata [Place Names of 
Debrecen: Historical, Folkloric 
and Etymological Explanations of 
100 Place Names]. Debrecen, 
1865. 

• the first attempt to analyse the 
place names of a specific locality 
in detail 
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Frigyes Pesty
(1823–1889)

• 1864–1865: to collect place names from all settlements in 
Hungary 

• a nationwide questionnaire survey 
• supported by government authorities
• 63 volumes in manuscript

• uneven quality
• the questionnaires were often completed by officials 

rather than local inhabitants
• uncertainties regarding generic geographical terms as 

parts of place names
• valuable resource for linguistics, historical geography, 

ethnography, and local history
• the feasibility and importance of large-scale, coordinated 

place-name collection
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Frigyes Pesty

Published volumes can be 
found at:
https://mnhp.unideb.hu/ki
advanyok_pesty.php
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Collections of place names for various 
purposes
• history → historical geographies

• Ortvay Tivadar: Magyarország régi vízrajza: a XIII-ik század végéig [The Old Hydrography of Hungary: until the 
end of the 13th century]. MTA, Budapest, 1882.

• Csánki Dezső: Magyarország történelmi földrajza a Hunyadiak korában [The Historical Geography of Hungary 
during the Hunyadi Era]. MTA, Budapest, 1890–1913.

• ethnography → documenting local knowledge
• János Jankó: Kalotaszeg magyar népe [The Hungarian People of the Kalotaszeg Region]. Athenaeum, Budapest, 

1892; János Jankó: A Balaton-melléki lakosság néprajza [The Ethnography of the Population Living Around Lake 
Balaton]. M. Földrajzi Társaság, Budapest, 1902 → a standard methodology for collecting place names, but 
without any actual fieldwork

• linguistics
• illustration of dialectal features → a high-density network of focal points
• etymologies → early ethnic history: János Melich: A honfoglaláskori Magyarország [Hungary at the time of the 

Hungarian Conquest]. MTA, Budapest, 1925–1929.
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Attila Szabó T.
(1906–1987)

• a systematic framework for place-
name research

• integration of two complementary 
approaches

• fieldwork (names from living 
language use)

• historical research (names 
from archival and 
documentary sources)

• the importance of microtoponyms
• methodological guidelines for 

fieldwork
• sketch maps,
• phonetic recording of 

names,
• documentation of land use,
• collection of local traditions
• critical evaluation of folk 

interpretations
• to verify information through 

multiple informants
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https://eha.elte.hu/
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The second half of the 20th century 
• 1958: the first national conference of Hungarian onomasticians

• to re-establish a nationwide network for place-name collection 
• to promote systematic research

• modernization, collectivization → the landscape transformed rapidly
• to preserve a rapidly disappearing layer of linguistic and cultural 

heritage
• a significant revival in research + institutionalization

• large-scale, coordinated collection efforts
• the publication of comprehensive regional and local place-name volumes
• the refinement of methodological principles

• county surveys, district surveys, regional and local surveys
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County surveys
• extensive collaboration among scholars (as 

supervisors, editors) and local contributors (as 
fieldworkers)

• interdisciplinary approach: linguists, archivists, 
museum professionals and local historians, 
teachers, church persons, students

• Zala (1964), Somogy (1974), Tolna (1981), Vas 
(1982), Baranya (1982), Komárom (1985)

• Lajos Balogh, Károly Gerstner, Mihály Hajdú, Attila 
Hegedűs, Ferenc Hosszú, Lajos Király, Imre Lehel 
Markó, Ferenc Ördög, János Pesti, Béla Rónai, 
József Szabó, Ferenc Vadas, József Végh, etc.
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County surveys

• names are organized by settlements 
and presented in a dictionary-like 
format

• entries: phonetic transcription, 
descriptions of the referents, 
historical data (cadastral maps, 
archival documents, earlier 
collections), suffixes, motivation

• supplements: maps, indexes, lists 
of geographical common nouns
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District surveys
• from the mid-1980s
• Institute of Linguistics of the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences (Ferenc Ördög, Lajos 
Balogh)

• decreasing financial and institutional 
support

• more detailed and systematic data 
collection

• all districts of Heves (1970–1988) and 
Veszprém (1982–2000) counties

• certain districts of Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok, 
Pest, Győr-Moson-Sopron, Szabolcs-
Szatmár counties
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Regional and 
local surveys

• regions: Bodrogköz (1994), Hegyköz (Abaúj
County, 2000)

• settlements: e.g., Szeged (1960), Makó (1970), 
Mezőberény (1973), Vésztő (1973), 
Püspökladány (1974), Gyoma (1977), Békés 
(1983), Orosháza (1965, 1997), 
Hódmezővásárhely (1983, 2024), Körösladány
(1999), Köröstarcsa (2004), Sárospatak (1994, 
1997), Sátoraljaújhely (2008)

• regions with Hungarian minorities → the 
diversity of Hungarian place-name systems
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1960s
the names of the country's 
most significant 
geographical features were 
standardized in the 1960s, 
following 
• an extensive review of 

all relevant maps
• almost all 

geographical literature
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Gazetteer 
of Hungary 
place names suitable for use on 
medium-scale maps
• primarily derived from map 

sources
• the names were approved 

through local consultations
the standardization of 65,000 names 
in the 1970s
ethnic names are given phonetically
• Sucvold = Schutzwald
• Krajtn = Kräutn
• Gornyilugi = Gornji lugi
• Dolnyiszlogi = Dolnji slogi
• Kercsi = Krči
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A comprehensive 
collection of place 
names

• compiling the most 
comprehensive collection 
of place names: ongoing 
for several decades

• fieldwork is ongoing
• each name is associated 

with precise geometric 
coordinate

• ethnic place names are 
used in their original forms
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Early 21st century: 
Hungarian National Toponymic Register Program

• large-scale national research project, which combines traditional fieldwork with modern digital tools 
• goal: systematically collecting, preserving, and disseminating the place names of the Hungarian 

language area
• rapid modernization and globalization vs traditional ways of life and local identity
• advances in digital technologies → feasibility of managing and analysing large datasets, overcoming 

earlier technical limitations
• prioritizing the collection of living toponyms (fieldwork → documentation of local naming systems) while 

also incorporating place names from historical sources (office work → digialisation of historical 
datasets)

• data stored in: 
• a digital database 
• printed books (accessibility, dissemination)

• strong academic background → scientific reliability 
• interdisciplinary use (resource for linguistics, history, archaeology, ethnography, and geography) and 

practical applications (in cartographic work, official naming practices, educational activities, digital 
applications)
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Early 21st century: 
Hungarian National Toponymic Register Program
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Pásztor Éva–Reszegi Katalin, 
Hajdúnánás helynevei. MNH Füzetek 3. 
Debreceni Egyetemi Kiadó, Debrecen, 2024.
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Conclusion
the systematic collection and study of place names in Hungary
• emerged as part of broader intellectual and linguistic developments in the 19th c. → 

the Hungarian language reform movement and the rise of national consciousness
• early place-name research

• scholarly curiosity and practical ambitions
• the development of linguistic scholarship, the growing recognition of place names as 

valuable sources for understanding history, culture, and identity
• over time, this field evolved from scattered individual initiatives into organized 

national efforts and, eventually, into a methodologically grounded scientific 
discipline

• scientific significance of place-name collections: linguistic interest (e.g., archaic 
words and dialect features), environmental history, past landscapes and natural 
conditions, historical geography, ethnic history, cultural history (e.g., local beliefs, 
traditions, and collective memory)
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Thank you for your kind attention!

bolcskei.andrea@kre.hu

gabor.mikesy@lechnerkozpont.hu
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